

One Year PG Diploma in Professional Photograp hy 2008-2009
Light & Life Academy, India, offers 'One Year Post Graduate Programme in Professional Photography', its flagship course. This programme is for the passionate image-maker, interested in making a career in Photography.

In recent times, Professional Digital Photography has made giant strides, both in terms of hardware and software. This has made the process of Photography much faster. A Student of Photography today, can see the image instantly after the shot is taken and is able to fine-tune it immediately. As a result, the learning curve has become steeper. More can therefore be done in a shorter time.

Taking advantage of this aspect of time saving with Digital Photography and to cater to the growing demand for study of professional digital photography, Light & Life Academy introduced the One-Year intensive Professional Photography Programme in the Academic Year 2006-2007. The programme is specially designed to offer the aspiring student the flexibility of planning his/her education and career to suit personal interests and requirements. 

In keeping with the policy of Light & Life Academy, this programme has now been updated. Densely packed to optimise the use of one year of study, it has been designed, assuming a very high level of interest and motivation amongst the aspiring students.

The course is based on a holistic, ‘hands-on’ approach to Professional Photography. Teaching methodology includes lectures, slide shows (work done by faculty as well as images from around the world), demos, assignments, web research and critique sessions.. 

Forthcoming Programme Dates: 

August 2008 to June 2009
(with two weeks of winter break in December/January)

Course Content

Foundation 

Introduction: (4 weeks)
Introduction to 35mm Digital SLR Photography & Digital Workflow. Photoshop Basics. Black & White Digital Photography.

Light, Lighting & Filters: (8 weeks)

An in depth study of available light. Qualities of light, controlling available light and basics of light modification on location, using portable flash indoor and outdoor, essential filters and their usage in controlling light. 

Creativity: (3 weeks)

In this session, the focus is on developing the Inner Vision, aesthetics of Colour and Design/Composition. History of Art & History of Photography.

Workshop on Medium Format Digital & Large Format Photography: (1 week)

An overview of the possibilities that large format offers. Camera controls, camera movements to correct or distort perspectives, lens selection, controlling depth of field, etc. Exploring the medium format digital camera and its possibilities. This is an appreciation session. 

Workshop on Multimedia Presentation: (2 weeks)

This intensive workshop session offers inputs on various techniques involved in making multimedia presentations for different applications. 

Intro to Studio Photography: (8 weeks)

An intensive study of the principles of studio lighting and the effective use of light modifying accessories. The session will cover studio flash light as well as continuous light. Lighting for Still Life and Basics of Portraiture are covered. Advanced Photoshop techniques are an important part of this session. 

For the above areas of study, the student will be required to work on specific assignments based on the topic of study within a given time frame and submit images as specified in each assignment. Feedback is given on every assignment at scheduled formal critique sessions and simultaneously graded. The student is expected to get a minimum of 70% to pass an assignment. They have the option of re-shooting and submitting any assignment to improve their grade. 

Specialisation: (12 weeks)

Specialisation is offered in following three groups: 
Group A: Product. Architecture & Interior. Industrial & Corporate. 
Group B: Studio Portraiture. Location Portraiture. Studio & Location Fashion.
Group C: Travel & Tourism, Nature and Fine Art.

The student will be required to opt for any one of the above groups of study as specialisation. 

This specialisation phase is project oriented. Lectures , slide show and demos for all areas in each group will be done in one block (one week each) one after the other, intensively, over three weeks. After which the student will work on a project in each area of study over the next nine weeks. The student has the option of either working on the project in Ooty or going out of Ooty, wherever he /she feels there is better opportunity and logistical support to help get good creative images for the project. Feedback on images will be given at 15 day intervals over e-mail. As the student completes a programme he/she will have a portfolio ready. Images created by the student have to be presented for evaluation at the specified time and in a specified format.

The student will be required to make the final submission of the specialisation project in multi-media format. 

Seminars on Business Aspects of Photography 

This area of study is to help the student prepare for working in the industry. This session helps the student understand the various business aspects involved in being a freelance photographer. The accent here is to help him/her come up with a viable plan for a successful career. This session will be done in the last week of the programme. 

Evaluation
The process of evaluation is continuous through regular practical assignments and project work. Assessment of practical assignments will be based on two aspects – technical proficiency and aesthetics. The student has the option to re-shoot any assignment that does not meet the required parameters set by the faculty.  For regular assignments during the Foundation Phase there will be group critique sessions and discussions. For re-shoots, there will be no group critiques. They will have to be submitted within a week. For project work on specialisations the evaluation will be on an individual basis. All lectures, demos, critique sessions, group discussions and guest lectures are mandatory for all students. 

Holidays
20th December 2008 – 4th Jan, 2008 (Winter break)

Apart from this, a few public holidays that will be announced before commencement of programme.

Fee Structure
	Course fee
	Rs. 3,85,000/-

	Security Deposit *
   
	Rs.   30,000/-

	
	Rs. 4,15,000/-

	(*will be returned after completion of the course, subject to any charges due)
	 

	SCHEDULE OF PAYMENT
	 

	On confirmation of admission: 
	Rs.    50,000/-

	On registration at the Academy 6 August, 2008
	Rs. 3,65,000/-


Students from other countries may please write to us for information on fees.
The above fees include: 
a) Use of Large Format & Medium Format Camera kits for familiarisation with the handling of these cameras. 

b) Use of lighting equipment, lighting accessories, light modifying accessories and grip equipment within Nilgiris only. 

d) Select lighting equipment, lighting accessories and grip equipment can be taken out by the students while on project work, subject to availability, for a nominal fee (conditions apply)

d) A selection of basic products, props and backgrounds for the use in the Intro to Studio Class and return in original condition.                                                           e) Models and make up artist/hair stylist for demo sessions only.                                              r) Transport from Ooty (central) to Academy and back on all working days.                                                                                                                             g) Lunch and Tea/coffee/hot beverages (twice a day), at the Academy on all working days.                                                                                                                  h) Expenses for overnight off-campus demo sessions. (Functional shared accommodation & food).
Additional Expenses
a) Personal equipment as specified by the Academy.                                               b) Personal expenses on accommodation, breakfast and dinner, food on holidays, personal travel, etc. (Approximately Rs. 7,000 to 10,000/- per month). 
c) Personal equipment maintenance / repairs / insurance / books /stationary.      
d) Expenses involved while working on specialisation project. e) Portfolio prints at the end of the programme for exhibition.

Equipment

Each student must own a 35mm Digital SLR, basic lenses (from about 17mm to 200mm on a full-frame camera), a laptop loaded with Photoshop software and at least 1 GB Ram, two portable flash units, filters, tripod and basic accessories. For final project work, if the student opts for Group A or Group B he/she will require three studio flash units of about 250 watts each with accessories. Once admission is confirmed, a list of equipment required to be brought, along with the schedule of when they will be needed, will be provided.
Accommodation
The Academy will help you make appropriate accommodation arrangements to suit your budget

Admission Procedure

The Academy follows an open admission policy. Minimum age for a candidate is 20 years. Admission is on a first-come-first-served basis, based on portfolio review, and personal interview. A minimum of 15 years of formal education in any subject with a degree is required. 

The Academy will consider accepting an applicant who has rare talent but does not have the specified years of formal education, provided he/she is over 20 years of age, has a passion to pursue a career in professional photography, an impressive portfolio that is evidence of talent and letters of recommendation from those who can vouch for his/her talent and commitment.

Applications open ,subject to availability of seats. Enrolment is restricted to 20 per batch.

To apply , download the application form from our website and fill in all relevant details and send it with the following: a) Two recent passport-size photographs in colour. b) Portfolio of images you have shot (a minimum of 20 images -  8"x10"colour or    B&W prints, on any subject or a CD of JPEG images 96 dpi, 10” width for horizontal images and 10” height for vertical images, on any one theme or a selection of images on varied subjects). c) A non-refundable processing fee of Rs.1,000/- by way of Demand Draft favouring Light & Life Academy, payable at Ooty. Send the above to:

Admissions: Full-time course 
LIGHT & LIFE ACADEMY                                                                                Lovedale, Ooty - 643 003
Phone:(0423)2517370                                                                                            URL <www.LLAcademy.org>  

After screening the portfolio, selected candidates will be called for a personal interview at the Academy. Successful candidates will be notified of their admission soon after the interview. 
Note:

In line with the policy of the Academy to constantly update the course content based on developments in the field (technical and aesthetic) the course content, schedules and methodology is subject to change. The final confirmation of fees will however be given with offer of Admission letter.
A World of Opportunity in Photography - Career Possibilities
As trained professionals, Photographers passing out of the Academy can practice as freelance photographers working on assignments in several fields such as: Advertising Photographer for Advertising Agencies and direct clients. Industrial / Corporate Photographer for Industries / Advertising Agencies. Stock Photographer for Stock Photography Agencies and direct clients. Still Photographer for promotion of Movies. Editorial Photographer for Magazines / Newspapers. Studio Portrait Photographer. Function Photographer. Fine Art Photographer. Wildlife / Nature Photographer. Travel & Tourism Photographer. 

Some may choose to work as: Art Director / Creative Director in Advertising Agencies. Photojournalist for newspapers / magazines. Technical / Documentary Photographer in research organisations. Photography Teacher in Art Institutes or Visual / Mass Communication Colleges. Digital Post-production Artist in pre-press houses / advertising agencies. etc.      

 

